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On July 9, government spokespersons announced that a new guerrilla group, the Panama Liberation
Organization (Organizacion de Liberacion de Panama-OLP), has initiated armed struggle against
the government of President Guillermo Endara. According to the spokespersons, the new
organization is comprised of former members of the Panama Defense Forces (PDF), disbanded in
the aftermath of the December 1989 US invasion. Police sources have reported the existence of at
least four other insurgent organizations: the 20th of December Movement (M-20); the Torrijista
Movement for the Liberation of Panama; the Panama Liberation Front; and the Sovereign Panama
Patriotic Front. At least 30 armed actions have been attributed to the M-20, including the attack on
two US soldiers, perpetrated on the eve of President George Bush's visit to Panama in June. (Source:
Agence France-Presse, 07/09/92)
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